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 Righteouſueſs exalteth 4 nation, but Ws is 4 
N to any 22 | 


= HE {cri pture hath aſred 1 us, that 

odlineſs is profitable to all things, ba- 
8 ving the promiſe of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come . The 
happy influence which the ſteady practice 
of the duties of true religion has upon the 
private and public, on the temporal and 
eternal intereſts of mankind, is — to 
eyery one who conſiders the matter with at- 


. 1 Tim. iv. 8. 


1 


tention and impartiality. That our culti- 
voating the virtues, and living agreeably to 
the dictates of piety, of juſtice, of temper- 
ance, and mercy, promotes the comfort 
and happineſs of every individual ; and that 
the ſame virtues eſtabliſn and advance thę 
peace and glory of a ſociety, is undeniable. 
And indeed, when religion flouriſhes among 
any people, when the public and private 
virtues animate their hearts and adorn their 
lives; this is, to every wiſe man, the ſureſt 
pledge of that nation's real and progreſſive 
Proſperity; this is an armour and defence 
of all others the moſt impenetrable and ſe- 
cure. Agreeably to this the King of Ilrael 


affirms, in the words of our text, that rigb- 


Teeouſneſi, that is, ie and rirtue, exall- 


£th a nation. 8 * * 


I diſcourſing on which fbiee, I will 
"endeavour, through divine aſſiſtance, to il 
luſtrate, by a few obſervations, the happy 
influence which religion and virtue have 
upon a ſociety ; and then ſome reflections, 
* to the occaſion of our meetin 8 toge- 

Ns. ſhall be ſubjoined. 1 
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ibs general, I may obſervey + That 
* love and practice of religion; and 
virtue qualify a people for obtaining the 
protection and bleſſing of Heaven. The 
providence of God is univerſal, and 
extendeth itſelf to all the works of his 
hands: He rulethiin the armies of heaven, 
and amongſt the inhabitants of the * 
and doth whatever ſeemeth good unto 
him; he maketh rich, and he-maketh . 
poor; he puts one down, and he raiſeth up 
another; and by him the fate of kings, of 
Kingdoms, and empires, is determined. 
And, ſurely, they who yield obedience like 
faithful ſubjects to his moral government, 
WhO adore him who is the great head and 
poarent of the univerſe; who conform them- 
ſelves to his laws, who. ſubmit themſelves 
to his will, who prefer his favour, and 
who dread his diſpleaſure above all things, 
are the people Who may humbly hope, 
that the Almighty will intereſt him- 
ſelf in their ſafety, and will watch over 
them with a fatherly and indulgent care. 
Thoſe that honour me, I will honour, ſays 
| G and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly 
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bens *; Hiſtory, facred and profane, 
exhibits to us many ſtriking proofs of this 
ęgreat truth, That the proſperity, the power, 
and grandeur of ſtates and kingdoms hath 
Increaſed and flouriſhed in proportion to 
"the prevailing virtues of the people; and 
that, on the contrary, when a diſregard of 
religion, and diſſoluteneſs of manners, began 
to ſpread themſelves in a nation, then their 
ſun began to decline, and their glory was 
ſoon eclipſed. How far the Almighty in- 
| terpoſes for the preſervation of a righteous 
and for the'puniſhment of a guilty people, 
we may learn from his own words, Jere- 
miah xvii. 7. At what imftant I ſhall ſpeak 
as. a nation, and concerning 4 king- 
dom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 
defiroy it : if that nation againſt whom F have 
pronounced, turn from their evil, I will re- 
pent of the: evil that I thought to do unto them. 
And at what inflant I. fhall ſpeak concerning 
@ nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build 
and to plant it : Hit do evil in my fight, that 
it obey not my voice, then I will repent of the 
good wherewith I vo I would __— them. 


© x Sam. ii, 30. 


The 
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The deſtruction of the old world by he 
flood, the raining down of fire and'brim- 
| None upon Sodom and Gomorrah, the 


plagues of Egypt, the expulſion of the 
ſeven nations from the land of Canaan, and 


the various calamities which befel the Jews 


from time to time on account of their fla- 


grant iniquities, and their departure from 
God, are each of them ſtriking inſtan- 


ces of the marvellous interpoſition of the 
divine power and providence, for the pu- 


niſhment of the wickedneſs of men; and 
they clearly teach us this general and moſt 
important truth, That prevailing wickedneſs 


. draws down public judgments; whereas 


they alone are truly happy, whoſe 18 
the Lord: ſo that religion ſecures to us che 


favour and protection of him who is the 
great ruler of the world; and, in this 
ſenſe, righteouſneſs exalteth a nation. 


But toſhowuntoyou more particularly, that 


there is an eſtabliſhed connection between 
the happineſs of a ſociety and the religion 
and morals of the people, let us attend to 

the following particulars. 
In the firſt place, religion is the roogeſt 
bond 


(8 1 


bad of ion that can ſubft in any fociety: 
-_ necetfuy a ſpirit of union, of love to 
duntryand our fellow-citizens, is to 
as end — of a ſtate, 1 
need not tell you: when this is wanting, 
aud hon; inſtead of it, diſcord. and divi- 
* 1 wn hve taken place, they have not failed, 
ia bott time, to overturn governments, 
otherwiſe. apparently framed- to maintain 
thieir vigour, "i and to flouriſh long. When 
ohe heart and one foul actuates a people, 
men, chough few in number, they are for- 
| midable tothe mightieſt powers. Now, it 
teligion alone which places all the ſons, of 
men pon. a level; and with reſpect to their 
inteteſts and concerns, the rich and 
poor may be properly ſaid. to meet toge- 
that. To have a full and abiding ſenſe upon 


don minds, that we are all the creatures of 


God, the workmanſhip of his hands; that we 
ale all the ſubjects of the ſame great govern- 
ment, and are equally dependent on the 
Almighty; that, to the ſame goodneſs and 
metey, all of us muſt have recourſe, for 
our protection through life, and for our de- 


lverance from the manifold evils and dan- 
gers 


"FE = 


gers to which we are liable In this mertil 
ſtate: the intimate \convidhion'- of ts 


naturally teaches us to/-confitidr:one an- 
ther as brethren,” and as united together 
The ſori- 


ny. == 


by the moſt * endearing” ties 
ons belief of the Chriſtian religion 
1 ſtrengthens this bond of union Chri- 
ſtianity injoins us to love our neighbour as 
ourſelves; to regard not only bur own, bot 
alſo the things of others; to do unto others 
as we wiſh they would do unto us; as the 
elect of God, to put on-bowels of mierciss, 
long-ſuffering, meekneſs, gentleneſs, and 
humbleneſs of mind. That part of the 
plan of divine providence which [Chriſfianity 
'hath brought to light, the diſcovery it hath 
made with reſpect to the preſent and future 
ſituation of mankind, calls aloud on us to 
contemplate one another with the warmeſt 
affection and ſympathy of ſoul. By the 80. 
ſpel we are informed, that all of us are fal- 
len and degenerate creatures; that we are 
all obnoxious to the wrath and indignation 

of Almighty God; that, from tliis wreteh- 
ed and forlorn condition; we are redeemed 


by one great Mediator; that we are ſubject 
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to che lam of the fame ſpiritual King; that 
we are ſanctiſied by the ſame grace; and 
that at laſt 'we muſt be ſaved by the ſame 
almighty deliverer: There is, faith the A- 
poſtle, one body, and one ſpirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of . your calling; one 
Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all*. Secular intereſts do 
not form ſo intimate, ſo lively, fo powerful 
a connection, as religion doth : the good 
toms of this life are ſhared unequally; 
cs are crowned with the gifts of fortune, 
and ſmile i in the abundance their health 
and ſtrength, of their riches and power, 
whilſt others are depreſſed, and pine away 
under affliction, poverty, and oppreſſion. 
Hence often ariſes envy, jealouſy, diſtruſt, 
and a ſpirit of revenge, which always diſturb 
the peace, and ſometimes ſhake the founda- 

tions of ſociety. But with regard to ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings, to bleſſings of the higheſt 
kind, theſe are offered in the goſpel to per- 
ſons of every degree, and in theſe the 

Fl meaneſt wa may ſhare PIR with the 


2 ER. iv, iv. 4. 


| greateſt 


of 11 1 e 
| greateſbmonarch. 1n ſhort, Chriſtianity is 
a religion of peace and love; and, did men 
ferioully believe it, and cordially obey its 
laws, this would at once extinguiſh thoſe 
ſelfiſh, inflamed, and unhallowed paſſions, 
which ſo often burſt forth to the deſtruction 
of our fellow-creatures, and to the diſturb- 
ance of human ſociety and government. 
In the ſecond place, religion teaches 
men to pay a juſt reverence and ſubmiſſion 
to lawful authority and power. The man 
vhoſe heart is filled with an inward vene⸗ 
ration for his maker, who adores him as 
the ſupreme governor of the world, will 
yield an unfeigned ſubmiſſion to the eſta- 
bliſhed order of divine Providence; ; and he 
who hath learned rightly to obey his hea- 
venly King, will not fail in that duty to his 
earthly ſovereign, which religion requires, 
and which is in every reſpect incumbent up- 
on him. Thus the ſcripture commands us 
to be ſulject to the hi gher powers: : for. the 
powers that be, are ordained of God. Whoſo- 
ever therefore refiteth the tower, rellieth the © 
ordinance of Ged.: and they that refit, ſhall 
receive fo themſelves damnati om. Fer rulers 
B 1 


t * 


276 Hit 4 terror 10 good * But 10 "the 
evil*, The Apoſtle injoins us to render 
"tribiite to whom Lite is due, cuſtom to whont 
cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour to whont 
honour +. We are not however to imagine, 
that it is any effect of true religion to diſpi- 
fit the mind of man, or that it teacheth us 
to give an abſolute and blind obedience to 
the dictates of arbitrary and unlawful power. 
Religion indeed hath been often thus un- 
worthily reptoached, | but it breathes no 
ſuch ſpirit; it doth not interfere with the 
civil rights of men, and far leſs doth it de- 
ſtroy them: nay, it infpires us with the love 
"of equity, of liberty and order; and, as it 
Hfts up the foul above tlie flavith fear of 
man, 19 fills it with the fear of God, fo 
it ſets before us obligations ſuperior to thoſe 
of human laws, and an authority more ſa- 
_ Ered, and more to be revered, than that of. 
any temporal monarch whatſoever, - - But, 
at the fame time, teligion texcheth us to be 
dutiful and loyal to theſe who have a juft 
light to rule over us, and who govern us 
_ kecofding to law. It connects inſeparably, 
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Us 


tad 


our: ur principles of piety and our principles x 
loyalty, the duties we owe our maker and 


the duties we owe our prince; for it come, - 


mands us to be ſubject, not only for wrath, 
but alſo for conſciepce ſake, How far 4 


principle of religion will determine men ta 


be good ſubjects, and to conform them 
| ſelves to the laws, was well known to the 
ancient legiſlators; who, in order to ſecure 
that ſubjectian which they required, pre- 
tended to maintain an intercourſe with the 
Deity, and preſumed to ſtamp their precepts _ 
with the authority of Heaven. 
But hath not religion, it will be faid, 

been often employed as a mighty engine 5 
raiſing ſeditions, rebellions, and the utmoſt 


diſorder in ſociety ? This, indeed, alas! 


js but too true; and the fatal effects of it 
have been too frequently felt in the world; 
but doth it require much judgment to dil. 


gern, or much candour to acknowledge, 


that religion was only the pretext, and not 
the cauſe of thoſe manifold evils; and that 
the true cauſe is to be found in the corrupt 


deſires and paſſions of men, which have 
been too often covered with the lacred veil, 


got 2 Sls of 


— 9s Ab „„% Ig AS Vue —K«ͤcc Yay + ooes > — — 


111 
of religi ion? However, the ſpirit of Chuiſa⸗ 
nity is Nhat all doubt directly oppoſite to 
the ſpirit of oppreſſion, ambition, pride, 
cruelty, and revenge. Theſe have always 
produced the moſt fatal effects in every age. 
Nay, further, I know not whether this ve- 
ty objection, when taken in its full ſtrength, 
may not be turned to confirm what is now 
aſſerted. For if a fixed attachment to ſu- 
perſtition, and to falſe principles of religion, 
have been often productive of the greateſt 
evils ; may it it not be concluded, that a 
ſteady regard to the principles of true reli- 
gion, 2 lively ſenſe of its precepts, and a be- 
coming zeal for its important intereſts, will 
be fruitful of the moſt. happy effects? If 
enthuſiaſm, ſuperſtition, and bigotry, lead 
to rebellion, to ſedition, and to a contempt 
of lawful authority; true religion muſt lead 
to love, to peace, to reverence and fubmiſ- 
ſion to the laws: For the wiſtom that cometh 
from above is pure, peaceable, gentle, and ea- 
to be intreated, Full of mercy and good 
8 
Further, i in the next place, religion ins 


Jam. ü. 17. 
I ſpires 


(is 0 


fpires us ; with zeal and courage in defence 
of our country, and of all our rights and 
privileges. Religion guards us againſt thoſe 
vices and exceſſes which impair the health, 
and enfeeble the hearts of men: It renders 
us alſo ſuperior to the fear of man, and 
teaches us in ſome meaſure to contemn 
temporal evils and dangers. How much 
the conſciouſneſs of our being employed in 
the diſcharge of our duty will ſtren gthen 
the heart in the hour of danger, and in the 
day of diſtreſs, is extremely obvious. The 
courage which flows from a firm and un- : 
ſhaken perſuaſion, that we are engaged in 
the ſeryice of God, that he approves of our 
undertakings, and that it would be highly | 
offenſive to him ſhould we deſiſt or "give 
way; is far more ſtrong, more perma- 
nent, than that courage which flows from 
or depends upon animal ſpirits, upon exter- 
nal accidents, or even upon what the world 
calls a ſenſe of honour, And hence it is, 
that when men either were, or fancied they 
were employed in defence of truth, of a 
good and a righteous cauſe, they have 
then been moſt daring and intrepid; and 
_ 


1 16 TR 
when this n hen the belief'on both Sälen 
battles have been fou ght of all others the 
moſt obſtinate, and with the moſt determi - 
ned bravery. What we call natural cou- 
rage, depends in a great meaſure upon the 
health and the temperature of gur bodies, 
which. is variable and uncertain; 38 ſenſe of 
honour may powerfully affect ſome, but not 
all, nor even the. greater part; but when 
men act from a ſenſe of duty, from an in- 
ward and full conviction that it is the will 
of God that they ſhould act ſo; and that 
their enjoying the divine favour and ever, 
laſting happigeſs depends upon it, this de- 
termines them to encqunter every difficulty 
with an undaunted fpirit, to ſcorn every 
danger, and to brave even death itſelf, 
They d not fear them who can only kill the 
— and after that have no more that they can 
| de. They fear him, who after be bgth killed, 
2 fo caft both ſoul and body into 11. 
* 
In the next place, nden advances ous 
Genlar intereſts, and encourages a ſpirit of 
ee of trade and. eommtmerce, n 
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| Sith fuch a beneficial intens Gn Welt, 
| Diligence in our lawful callings, you kriow; 
is every where injoined as an impottant part 
of our Chtiſtian duty. Religion guards oy | 
againſt idleneſs, debauche | | 
ance; which deprive a mal of dit vide, | 
both of mind and bbdy; that is neceffary for 
carrying oh commerce, which waſte "his 
ſubſtance, and often reduce him to pover 
ty and wretchedneſs. Preſer 
upon the Hind of man à fene of the 
great obligations he Iles under to pros 
Vide, not only for his own Wänts, but alf 
for thoſe of "his family, his dilardil all 
friends, and even for” e of the Poor 
und needy? Hence relig 
And contiftüal prompter Jo 4 2560 man to 
be diligent and induſtrious itt that calling to 
which he Hath betaken himſelf; and he 
is aſſured, that he that provideth nit for bis 
bon houſe is worſe than an 'infidel. In ſhott, 
it is needleſs to illuſtrate to you how muck 
better qualified men would de for entering 
into and carrying on a lawful trade with di- 
Agence, with ſpirit and ſteadineſs, when | 
they live righteouſly, ſoberly, and. gollly, 
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** their dealings with each * 
ther, they obſerve the laws of juſtice, truth, 
and equity, than they. can poſſibly be when 
they throw off the reſtraint, of religion, .and 2 
forget thoſe obligations Chriſtianity lays 
them. under of abſtaining from intemper- 


A nes and the luſts of the fleſh, and from 


. violation of the laws of righteouſneſs 


and integrity. That there are ſyſtems ; of 
xeligion.cſtabliſhed i in ſome. countries, which 
look with an unfavourable eye upon com- 
merce; which, by the number and nature 
of their r religious ſervices, and the multi- 
tude of days that are appointed to be kept 
as holy, do very much obſtruct the indu- 
ſtry and proper duties of life, may readily 
be acknowledged: but this muſt not be 
laid to the charge of religion; it is the com- 
9 not of God, but of men; it is 
plainly the effect of ſuperſtition, and not of 
rational and true devotion. A facred regard - 
to genuine piety, and to the Chriſtian pre- 
cepts, is ſo far from interfering with a 
juſt and reaſonable concern for our tempo- 
ral intereſts, for our own wants and neceſ- 
 ſaties, and thoſe. of others, that, on the 
| contrary, 


+ 88 
contrary, it tescherh ts to confidet "this a4 
am mchfpenfable duty, arid à neceffary quas = 
Rficatiofi 1 for our emoying the love and fa- 
vont of God. And fifis it appears, upor 

the whole, that religion hath 1 102 
teſpectt an happy influence upon ſocie- 
ty, as the love add practice of it qualify 4 | 
People for the protection and bleſſing of 
Jeaveti; as it is the ſtrongeſt bond of union 
anck mutual good-will ; as it infpites us with 
teverente for public laws, and with à ſub- 
tniffidn to thoſe who have a juſt fight to 
rule over us; as it animates us with forti= 
tide and zeal in defence of our country, 
and of all our valuable riglits and privileges; 
and as it tends to encourage i ſpirit of in- 
duſtry, which is the true ſource of trades 
and &6ritherce, and of many advantages tq 
I hall add but one obſervation more, to 
ſhow the intimate conhection betwixt 
the happineſs of a people, and a prevail- 
ing regard to righteouſneſs and religion 
amongſt them, to wit, That religion gives 
a far better ſecurity for the morals and good | 
behaviour of men, than any human policy, 


ay. 
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4 voy: human: laws or. inſtitutions whatſoever. 4 
Its ſanctions are more powerful, its autho- 
rity more. ſacred and extenſive. Religion 
calleth upon us not only to-regulate the life, 
but alſo to purify the heart, and to watch 
oyer the internal ſources of our actions and 
conduct. The Jaw. of the Lord, ſays the 
pſalmiſt, is perfect, converting t foul... | 
ſenſe of the divine authority and preſenge 
will a accompany us to the deepeſt ſolitude, 
From the knowledge of God, no darkneſs 
nor ſecrecy can cover us, as it may from 
the knowledge of men, and by conſequence 
from the puniſhment of human laws; but 
the threatenings of the divine law. are de- 
nounced againſt hidden works of darkneſs, 
as well as againſt open acts of iniquity and 
| wickedneſs. Religion commands us not 
only to be juſt and honeſt, but likewiſe to 
cultivate the virtues of generoſity, of friend · 
ſhip and charity, of gratitude to our bene 
factors, of mercy and forgiveneſs to our 
enemies. Theſe noble affections and vir- 
tues cannot well be inforced by human laws: 
and their ſanctions ; ; it is the love of good, 
ſelf that alone can Age! the heart with 


ſuch 
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ivy We 22 fades, and they wither 
away. O LOG aug JE 22 £22. CONSLZ3T& 1 
| Furth rther, 4 juſt Baſe G religion ill ex- 
cite Mat in hom it reſides, not to reſt 
Ktisfied With any degree of goodneſs to 
which they may Have attained,” "ha to ex- 
bel in virtue, and to pant after perfectiofl. 
Religion, byi its fanctions, takes the firmeſt 
Hold 2 our hopes and fears; fot it ani- 
mates us with rewards the moſt noble and 
alluring, and awakens within us the fear 
. of puniſhments the moſt awful and alarm- 
4 fm which no diſtinction of rank; of 
wealth; or of power, can ſhelter or deliver 
it follows, then, from the whole, that 
800 with well to our country, as we rejoice. 
in its happineſs and prolperity, as we would 
ſecure to Great Britain the blefling of Hea- 
ven; that we ought to ſtudy to regulate 
our on lives by tlie laws of the goſpel; and 
„that we ſhould endeavour to awaken and en⸗ 
courage a ſpirit of religion amongſt our fel- 
 Joweeitizens, The light of nature, and 
” C2 h more 


{ej 


more eſperiallythe laws of revelation; c; 
on us to promote; as far ag we can, the — 
pineſs of, others; and, ſacely, the. moſt ei 
ſential ſeryige we can do them js, to engage 
their attention to thoſe duties and congerns 
Which err of all athers ie moſt important : 

and this we may do þy our. friendly adme- 


Pitions, we by ſetting before them virmous 


examples in our 755 liyes and gonverſa- 
tions. If perſons, fo r inſtance, 3 in rank and 
u Bi5 0 cargfyl to diſtingniſh themr 
telves by the ay and. pyzity. of their, many 
ners, as God has diſtinguiſhed them by the 
bleſſings of his providenee, it is almoſt, in- 
conceivable how happy and how extenſive 
an influence this would have. And thet this 
may yet be the caſe with us, that raligion 
will. become. a faſhionable thing, ang our 
great men count goodneſs their highoſt ho- 
pour, baye e nat reaſon humbly to hape, 
as it hath Raute Fe Almighty to, raiſe. to 
the throng of "theſe, kingdoms g prince 
| whoſe life is a noble RK to his ſubjects, 
whoſe high regard for the..doQcines,. prey 
 Cepts, and inſtitutions of the goſpel, is 
ben to us all? 7 ul the abe, 


fa} zl 
of a crown, to all that reſpect and grandes 
which awaits the maparch of fo great ani 
ſo mighty: a people, he hath: added the 
Role, the unfading luſtre of real piety and 
virtue of thoſe qualifigatians and endows 
ments which are far more pręcious than 
high birth, great titles, or ſoyereign power 
* then he kings. L 
u pray, then, that God may long preſerys 
him to bs the father and guardian of - hig- - 
people; that Þis pious and exemplary life 
may have 4 happy and diffuſive influences 
that wiſe and faithful counſellors may be 
always around bin; and . 2 5 
may be eſtabliſned in 
al of us nay 6 frvgin n. i 
dur moſt graciops king, by endeavourinq in 
imprint, upon the minds of his pepple, a ſe- 
rious ſenſe of the importance of religion 
and virtue to the ſafety, Pg Mariae a 
den of Great Brivin, 
Here, my brethren, 4 muſt conſidey 
it as peculiarly proper, on this oc 
Gon, 10 addreſs-mylelf ta parents, and 19 = 
2 are intruſted with the education 4 
que" and to —_—_ them, as they 
T value | | 


i Ka 3 its tot ing n 664 


the knowledge of ea in the ear 
of God, and in a becoming | | 
ſaered and divine. If too many of the þ pre 
Lent race of men, if old hardenec þ 
| * Uinhotealily be reclaimed; yet fill it would 
4 de a comfortable thought, if we could hope 
| Well as to dur children, that they would a 
. Hiſe"#"yeneration"to bels and ſerve the 
| Edi" Let ine therefore perſuade you who 
dur paretits, 66 be faithful in the diſcharge 
off the 10 mies you owe your children. 
| ur Avon ot they have been brought into 
fe, and to you God hath committed the 
"te wir of their ſpiritual and temporal 
concerns. If you have any natural affection 
for them, if you have any right ſenſe of re- 
ligion, you will earneſtly defire; that your 
children may be wiſe, and juſt, and good; 
and you will do every thing that lies in your 
power to promote this great and noble pur- 
poſe. To you your children look up for 
direction; — your help Land :affiſtanes 
VEE they 


Think . of | leaving. them, to; themſelves, of 
abandoning, them to. the power, of their,own 
paſſions, and of the yarious:temptations.to | 

fn, in ſo unkindly a climate to their virtue 
: as this world i is. Nature, reaſon, r religion, 

| everything calls aloud. upon you, to train up 

your children in the way wherein 115 fhould ge: 5 

as you reſpect your own. and their, ir 

happineſs, and welfare. Conſider 
great prevalence. of vice and Orr J 
this age and nation, parents. . ought to exert 
themſelves with uncommon care to keep off 

from their children that infection which 

hath ſpread. itſelf ſo. far and ſo wide a- 

mongſt us. Could we but hope that they; 
by means of a virtuous education, having 
their hearts early formed to the love of reli 

gion and goodneſs, and renouncing the vices 
of thoſe who have gone before them, would 
come forth in life, zealous in the cauſe of 

God, of virtue, and of their country; 
what an enlivening, what. a- bleſſed pro- 
ſpect would this open to us? Whether 
this ſhall be the caſe or not; whether your 
are, ſhell be the {eryants of God or 
sg the 
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t 1 
u mu of An; wbemter they Mall be 4 
Vierung, au Boucur 66 tier Ghntty; er à 
repronch to "the" Briti nate, depench 
{utider God) e 
parents. And dreadful will that atcotine be 
unh at laſt yon muſt give thts God, ff 


by hepfigence, if by indulgerter ot bad e 
ample, you have been the inſtrumemts of 


training up your childtet! in the of 
n and Wiekedneſs. This is an Met 
the thought of which is enough to male oh 
_ Henible ; and terrible muſt be the fltmation 
of that wretthed man, who hath; not beer 
| Eonit6ht'to travel Mitnſelf in the broad way 
whith leadeth unto deſtruction, but whe 
bus been at pains to drag his chiödru and 
Suriy along with Him. Nothing, furely, 
ceun give gredtor joy to 2 good ran, or Pto- 
mie more happineſs to any fociety, than th 
beheldd 4 rifing generation, our children, and 
moſe intruſted to our care, early imbibing 
the'prineiples of religion and goodneſs, and 
derdeag thelt fithe to the ſervice of God 
und cheir Redeemer; whereas nothing can 
us A more mournful ptoſpect, than t6 
* * guilty and thougkitleſs; cor- 

rupted 


4 
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rpted by prineiples of infidelity, and threms L 
hg Rees AO 13 


7 amidſh all that dane dd 
Weng thoughts which may fill our minds 
when we conſider the corruption and diſ- 
ſoluteneſs of manners which ſo fatally pre- 
vails amongſt us, ſome rays of light and. 

comfort break in upon us from different 
quarters. Not to mention other things, it 
muſt, ſure, give pleaſure to a good many to 


reflect upon tlie noble and fucceſsfal at- 


tempts which have been and are ſtill made 
for training up the riſing generation, in 
virtuous' and religious knowledge, and in | | 
the love of what is truly good. The ge- 
nerous endeavours to this purpoſe of the 
ſociety in Scotland for propagating Chri- 
ſtian know¾ledge can never enough be prais 
kd, If to give light to them who are ſits 
ting in darkneſs, and in the region of the 
fhadow of death; if to enlarge the ſoul with 
the knowledge of God, and of Jeſus Chriſty 
if to point out to our fellow men the path 
which leads us to happineſs and glory; if 
do deliver them from the bondage of ſuper- 
* ſtition, 


28] 
meition, and from the dark and joyleſs/laby- 


riaths of i ignorance, of error, and falſe: te- 
gion; if this is a work worthy of a man, 
and of a Chriſtian, then, ſure I am, this 
- . honour belongs, in the higheſt degree, to 
: this moſt. valuable ſociety. It is, indeed, I 
- Impoſlible for me to find words to expreſs 
the deep ſenſe. I: have of thoſe bleſſings 
which this ſociety has been the mean of 
beſtowing upon a great and extenſive part 
. of our country. To ſet this ſubject in a 
ſtriking light, it might ſuffice to ſay, that 
this ſociety at preſent maintains 140 ſchools; 


and that the number of children educated 


in theſe ſchools amounts to no leſs than 
6634. But it gives me the higheſt plea- 
ſure further to declare, that the pious de- 
ſigns and endeavours of this ſociety are ac- 
companied with the greateſt ſucceſs. --- 
-, Laft year it pleaſed the divine providence 
to put it in my way to viſit a conſiderable 
number of theſe ſchools, eſpecially thoſe 
ſmuated in the highlands and iſlands, the 
25 moſt r remote and rated 1 of our 
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country v. And I a perſmided⸗ — 3 
Reverend colleagues, who were joined with | 
me in this viſitation, will concur: with me 

when I ſay, in their name, as well as in my 
own, That, from the diligence and capa- 
city of the teachers, from the number of 
children who attended the ſchools, and 
from an almoſt univerſal earneſtneſs in the 
inhabitants to have their children properly 
educated, we formed to ourſelves the moſt 
promiſing hopes with reſpect to the happy 
influence which this well judged charity 
would have upon the religious and civil in- 
rivefis of that part of the nation. "The wiſe 


o His Majeſty ra an 1 Fog of ai + to be. 
| employed by the General Aſſembly of the church of Scotland, 
for the reformation of the highlands and iflands, and places 

where Popery and ignorance abound. The aflembly 1760 
appointed ſome miniſters, of which the author of this ſermon. 
was one, to viſit thoſe places where the itinerants and cate- 
chiſts are employed. The ſociety for propagating Chriſtian 
knowledge deſired the favour of the viſitors to take notice 
of the ſtate of their ſchools. — The ſociety alſo appointed 
Meſſ. George Lindſay and Alexander Webſter miniſters, and 
William Ramſay of Preſton, to viſit their ſchools in the lower 
parts of the country; who gave the ſame favourable accounts 
of the happy ſucceſs attending them, Their report will, in 
a due upe, 5 9 for the ſatisfaction of all Nen 
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und. falutäry laws which have lately been 


remote parts of our country, have undoubt- 


edly had a happy effect; but theſe laws at 
beſt can only reach a certain length: to 
theſe..muſt be added a right ſenſe of duty, 
and of the principles and obligations of true 
religion, in order effectually to reform the 
morals of men. To the continued endeavours 
of this ſociety, to the application of his Ma · 
jeſty's pious and princelydonation, in conjuno 
tion with the zealous and unwearied labours 
of their able and worthy paſtors, it muſt 
chiefly be aſcribed (under God) that the 
 Elouds of ignorance, ſuperſtition, and difloyale 
ty, Which ſa long covered ſome parts of the | 
highlands, are now breaking and flying a- 
way; and that, in place of theſe, the know- 
ledge and belief of our holy reformed re- 
ligion, principles of juſtice and equity, of 
Joyalty, and ſubmiſſion to os . arr daily 
1 gaining ground, ; 
A zealous regard for what they thought | 
true religion, a ſenſe of honour, a ſpirit 
of hoſpitality, and an invincible courage, 
re Principles which in all ages actuated the 

| highlanders 3 j 


CW 
highlanders ; but, alas! "with reſpect to 
ſome of them, they were zealous without 
knowledge, they were ſtimulated by falle 
Inſtead of true honour, they were braue but 
| deluded; the conſequence. of which was, 
that they became ſubſervient to promote the 
moſt unhallowed deſigns; and that ſpirit and 
valour which ought always to have been diſ- 
played, as of late it hath remarkably been; 
in ſupport of our happy conſtitution and go⸗ 
vernment, was ſometitnes exerted in ſpread- 
ing diſorder, tumult, and deſolation amongſt 
— But, bleſſed be God, 
theſe days are over; this diſeaſe, which 
was ſo rancotous and ſo obſtinate, is now ini 
a fair way of being cured ;- and this mem 
ber of our political body, which was for- 
merly our weakneſs, will, I hope, become 
no inconſiderable part of our ſtrength. The 
knowledge of true religion is now inſtihed 
into the minds of many of their yuun 
ones, ſentiments of virtue and loyalty are 
early impreſſed upon their hearts; and 
for all this they themſelves, as well as 
the whole nation, ſtand greatly indebted 
to ow . Indeed the 

members 
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member ;of it, 4 thoſe ths; have hes. 
contributers, cannot be chankful enough to 
God, that he put it into their in- 
to;their power, to do ſo much good; and 


abled to enlarge its vievvs and endeavours, 
Much they have dont, hut much ſtill re- 
mains to be done; for though the harveſt 
#ruly.is plenteous, yet the labourers are few. 
-- Whoever hath ſeen, - as. I have, the po- 
pulouſneſs and vaſt extent of the highlands, 
will be forced to confeſs, that all the means 


which have as yet been uſed for promoting | 


their religious inſtruction, are very far from 
being fully adequate to the end. Zealous and 
diligent as their paſtors are, yet what can the 
worthieſt or the moſt active man do, ina 


pariſh twenty'or perhaps thirty miles long, 
the ſeveral parts of which too are ſeparated 
| from each other by rivers and arms of the 
ſea, and by-almoſt inacceſſible mountains? 
Amidſt all thoſe evils which abound amongſt 


us, à ſpirit: of charity ſtill continues, which 


hath been, and is on many occaſions fignally 
Lang and, * no nation can be 
4 _ 


1 
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happy would it be for this nation, if the * 
ciety, by the increaſe of its funds, was en- 


1 


| So Oo 
_ * thought: to be abandoned by Heaven, in 
which ſo noble and fo godlike a diſpoſition © = 
doth remain. But of all kinds of charity, that 
charity which extendeth itſelf to the ſouls of 
men, and to the ſpiritual concerns of our 


fellow creatures, is in its nature and effects 
the moſt excellent and amiable. To in- 
ſtruct men in the moſt” important know - 
ledge, to lead them into the way of peace 
and falvation by Chriſt Jeſus, to incline 
them to the fear and ſervice of God and 
their Redeemer, and to the right diſcharge 
of all thoſe duties of life that are incumbent 
on them; in ſhort, to turn them from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of fin and 
Satan unto God; this is truly to be' fel- 


low-workers with God, and with the Soon 


of God; and this is the Work in which this 
ſociety hath been for a long time, and is now 
ſucceſsfully employed: and every man who 
contributes to the increaſe of its funds, 
may be aſſured, in my opinion, and 
from what I have ſeen, that his chari- 
ty is applied to the purpoſes for which 
it is deſtined; nay, further, that theſe pur 
poſes are, in ſome degree, * accom- 
pliſhed by 1 it, 


Let 


tur 


Lt me call, then, upon thoſe wie a 
ried dib woelth/to-be rick in good works; 


and to employ ſome part of that ſubſtance 
Which God hath ſo liberally conferred up- 
on them, for extending to their country« 
men the ſame ſpiritual bleſſings and ad- 
vantages of which they are partakers, Is 
there any joy equal to, that which, ariſeth 
from doing good to the ſouls of men? Bre- 
thren, faith the Apoſtle, if any of you | err. 
from the truth, and ons convert lim; let him 
| know, that be who converteth a finner. from 
the error of his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from 
death, and ſhall cover a multitude of fins. 
To employ our talents and our worldly 
treaſures in advancing the intereſts of the 


kingdom of Chriſt is, in the moſt emphati- 4 


cal ſenſe, to lay up for ourſelves treaſures in 
heaven ; for they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as 
the brightneſs of the firmament ; and they that 
turn many unto righteouſneſs, as the ue jor 
ever and ever. _ 

But, after. all that the ſociety can 3 | 
yet, till ſuch time as thoſe large and exten- 
five pariſhes in the highlands ſhall be divi- 
ded, new erections made, and the _— 


* 
8 2 


1 1 


of their paſtors enlarged, the full and eff 
tual reformation of the highlands and iſlands 
is not to be expected. If ſo noble a ſcheme. 
as this was formed, and rightly proſe- 
cuted, I can with pleaſure figure to myſelf 
the glorious effects of it; I can ſee (under 
the bleſſing of Heaven) the principles of 
Popery and ſuperſtition, of diſloyalty and 
rebellion, wholly deſtroyed ; and, in place 

of theſe, I can ſee zeal for our holy reforin- 
ed religion, for our ſacred and civil rights, 

and a ſpirit of commerce and Induſtry tri- 
umphing in the moſt remote, and in what 
were formerly deemed the moſt bare fut 
parts of our country: in ſhort, I can ſee 
what was, in more ſenſes than one, a bar= 


# &@ Lk 


fruitful field. To accom all this may 
be difficult, but it is far from being imprac- 
ticable ; the purpoſe itſelf is gteat and noble, 
and merits the ſerious attention of :thoſe in 
| the higheſt ſtations. _. 

And may the God of all grace put it into 
theis hearts ſo to regard it, and to. uſe the 
moſt e means for e it,. 
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